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This week's dates & microtrends

TikTok trends of the week

Bad Bunny has broken us all with the DtMF trend.
BRB we need amop for our tears.

The newest tourist destination, the cherry tomato
bridge. Oh that’s where we dropped our BLT.

ICYMI

Did you miss out on the Wirkin? The dupe Birkin from
Walmart.

Phrase of the week

‘Bibliotherapy’, reading is being used as a treatment
for depression and anxiety.

Digi updates
With the impending TikTok banin the US, users are

flocking to Chinese apps and are welcomed with
openarms. Thisis like dating your ex’s twin.

The soap opera saga of World of Warcraft roleplay.
Like Real Housewives but with duels to the death.

What we’re loving

Speedrunning Crazy Taxi with a live band. Don't you
think everything should be done with a live band?

Snoafers are the ugliest shoes since crocs. (We love
them.)

Tea of the week

‘Full bush in a Bikini’. A discourse on whether or not
to shave down there. We're team bush.

Weekly dose of cute

Sorry for the DtMF video, here's a cute cat telling us
their new years resolutions.

Established trends

The non-smart watch is back as horologists go
analogue. A Tick Tock that can't be banned.

We're all stuck in the Anti-Social Social club, BRB
getting the mop again.

On our radar

Prime Target — 22 January

FKA twigs: Eusexua—24 January

The Brutalist — 24 January
Presence - 24 January

Insights of the week

|.O.U one cake pop. Starbucks is the currency for
Gen Alpha.

Teens are gambling with digital skins and are losing
thousands. A digital knife is worth more than us...

Rising trends

As condom use falls and sex infections rise, educators
try to tackle misinformation among teens.

Underconsumption killed ‘cores’ and micro moments.
Don't let atwo-week fad define you, long live Brat.

The future
Get out the way Gen Alpha, starting from now Generation

Betais here and while you're at it name your new baby

like we're stillin The Great Depression like Bernard or
Winifred.

No more crazy fits, we’re back to basics. Remember
fashion trends can be tracked with Lady Gaga’s fits.

Stat of the week

Family friendly PG films accounted for 1/3 of box office
last year. Our favourite? The one about ice hockey and
teenage angst.

Onetowatch

Using Al to plan the perfect time for a holiday to see the
northern lights —is data-driven tourism the future?

TikTok: BadBunny

TikTok: jessi.my

TikTok: melodyy12345678

YouTube: GamesDoneQuick



https://www.tiktok.com/@jignln/video/7457642775492791558?q=dtmf&t=1736871962374
https://www.tiktok.com/@sarahgriffski/video/7459130468303113505
https://www.tiktok.com/@sarahgriffski/video/7459130468303113505
https://www.dazeddigital.com/fashion/article/65801/1/walmart-birkin-hermes-wirkin-tiktok-explained
https://www.dazeddigital.com/life-culture/article/65849/1/bibliotherapy-can-reading-help-treat-your-depression-anxiety-mental-health
https://techcrunch.com/2025/01/13/xiaohongshu-chinas-answer-to-instagram-hits-no-1-on-the-app-store-as-tiktok-faces-us-shutdown/
https://www.tiktok.com/@melodyy12345678/video/7459231654041701678?q=red%20note%20ceo%20welcome&t=1736856257233
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/rs-gaming/world-of-warcraft-onlyfangs-twitch-roleplay-1235222436/
https://www.tiktok.com/@game.central/video/7459357141975977248?_r=1&_t=ZG-8t2BOvviDtB
https://www.glamour.com/story/snoafers-sneaker-loafer-trend
https://www.dazeddigital.com/beauty/article/65810/1/full-bush-in-a-bikini-the-tiktok-trend-pushing-pro-pube-positivity
https://www.tiktok.com/@catladytails/video/7455333022502489374?_r=1&_t=ZG-8skpxPreS6D
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2025/jan/12/tick-tock-the-return-of-the-mechanical-wristwatch
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2025/02/american-loneliness-personality-politics/681091/?utm_source=feed
https://www.fastcompany.com/91246792/gen-alpha-starbucks-is-the-new-venmo-report-brand-insights-gen-z?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.barrons.com/articles/counter-strike-skin-gambling-addiction-72078828
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdr03vepjx4o
https://www.businessoffashion.com/articles/marketing-pr/do-viral-microtrends-still-matter-for-fashion/
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gen-beta-gen-alpha-2025-transition-years-when-b2670860.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gen-beta-gen-alpha-2025-transition-years-when-b2670860.html
https://www.mother.ly/pregnancy/old-people-baby-names/
https://www.dazeddigital.com/fashion/article/65831/1/is-basic-fashion-the-new-post-cool-lily-rose-depp-hedi-slimane
https://www.axios.com/2024/12/03/2024-kids-movies-box-office?utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=virtual-gameday
https://www.vice.com/en/article/ai-could-help-us-predict-the-northern-lights/
https://www.tiktok.com/@badbunny/video/7457579876032187691?_r=1&_t=ZG-8t2MqPUVSSW
https://www.tiktok.com/@melodyy12345678/video/7459231654041701678?q=red%20note%20ceo%20welcome&t=1736856257233
https://www.tiktok.com/@jessi.my/video/7452728365846514986?embed_source=121374463%2C121468991%2C121439635%2C121433650%2C121404358%2C121497414%2C121477481%2C121351166%2C121487028%2C73226838%2C121331973%2C120811592%2C120810756%2C121499348%3Bnull%3Bembed_fullscreen&refer=embed&referer_url=www.dazeddigital.com%2Ffashion%2Farticle%2F65801%2F1%2Fwalmart-birkin-hermes-wirkin-tiktok-explained&referer_video_id=7452728365846514986
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4AomNJHzHk
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Mind the gap voclalising 2.0 Year of magjcal thinking

Image: Voxdotcom Image: thecookbookclub.events Image: marieclareuk
Age gap relationships are having a moment in culture. From Nosferatu, |s 2025 the year that socialising makes a big comeback? Several trends Resolutions are so last year. Instead, TikTokers are manifesting their year
Queer and Babyagirl to Bridget Jones, not to mention the 500-year age gaps have pointed to a return in gatherings — but not quite as we know it. As with the 2025 Bingo Card. They've fast become aless try-hard version of the
common in romantasy fiction, we're lapping up content that explores the free time becomes a premium, organised funis all the rage. Competitive vision board, which was made popular last year and tie into a growing interest
complexities of age and desire. As the Age Gap Autumn trend showed, it's socialising is helping save hospitality and cookbook clubs are a natural in spirituality and manifestation as a way to navigate the chaotic state of the
not just in fantasy worlds. evolution of the bookclub. world. Cambridge Dictionary even made “manifest” its word of the year, and
It's prompted one writer to consider how the older personis portrayed — Google named invite app Partiful (used to organise the viral lookalike 37% of US adults aged 30-39 identify as spiritual, not religious.
and oftenit’s linked to humiliation. In the case of Nosferatu's Count Orlok, contests) its app of the year as people become more intentional with
Queer's Lee and Babygirls Romy, they are obsessive, possessive and a bit hangouts, and Posh, a platform that offers a feed of nearby events, raised
pathetic. With age gaps becoming more common in real relationships, is it $22 millionin 2024.

time to flip the script?

Trend: Modern classics Trend: The loneliness epidemic Trend: The return of positivity


https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/news-life/age-gap-autumn-new-trend-sweeping-hollywood/news-story/983157ba5e6f10e04c1ed01879251a8d
https://www.vox.com/culture/393762/nosferatu-babygirl-queer-age-gap-romance
https://www.ft.com/content/d4bbda55-c203-44be-bc32-3b4c481b2eba
https://www.ft.com/content/d4bbda55-c203-44be-bc32-3b4c481b2eba
https://www.glamour.com/story/cookbook-club-trend
https://techcrunch.com/2024/11/18/partiful-is-googles-best-app-of-2024/#:~:text=Partiful%2C%20the%20New%20York%2Dbased,and%20games%20of%202024%E2%80%9D%20list.
https://posh.vip/
https://www.pedestrian.tv/online/bingo-vision-cards-tiktok/
https://www.cam.ac.uk/news/manifest-is-cambridge-dictionary-word-of-the-year
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/spirituality-rises-young-people-religion
https://www.instagram.com/p/DEpp6kqTVxO/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/C69VwxKMexd/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/marieclaireuk/p/DEVVUonuu9h/

This week’s long read

Blame Midsummer Murders or CSI, but we're a planet
of investigators.

Thisis observed in no better place than Reddit’s
900K strong r/fonejob community. Here, users
highlight hilarious mistakes, glitches and gaffesin
everything from advertising and constructiontoice
rinks. As our favourite cultural forecaster Matt Klein
posits, these communities remind us that humanity
is imperfect —something that will become a premium
as Al takes hold and perfection becomes the norm.

Although r/onejob celebrates the accidental slip-
ups, the easter egg tactic that invites consumers to
hunt for something is well practiced — from Cadbury’s
literal hunt to Taylor Swift's entire strategy. In
recent times, the popularity of the sample sale has
made queuing for mystery items cool — the hunt has
become part of how we shop and how we socialise
as it adds an extra, exciting layer to the process.

In the literary world, an army of “Maassassins”
unpick complex theories and connections between
the magical universe in countless threads and
comments sections (warning: ACOTAR spoilers).
In TV, armchair detectors have called for hit show
The Traitors to stream two versions —one where the
traitors are revealed and one without, so they can
play along at home. Why does that sound like our
perfect nightin?

And there's nothing social media loves more than
uniting to solve a mystery. We've already been
treated to one this year, as the mystery of the
Cairngorm lynx swept the UK in early January.

Image: BBC

Image: EthanOfArgoCity Reddit: r/onejob

Image: bellagerard

Image: kilovesbooks

Weber Forecast [nsight

Don't shy away from mistakes, instead embrace vulnerability
and reward eagle eyed fans. Or what about burying anew
product announcement deep in the comments section, then
waiting for social media to do what it does best. It's 2025, rip
up the rule book!



https://www.reddit.com/r/onejob/
https://autos.yahoo.com/27-screenshots-people-had-one-231603744.html
https://zine.kleinkleinklein.com/p/social_commentary_vol6
https://worldwidehide.cadbury.co.uk/
https://www.marieclaire.com/culture/music/best-taylor-swift-easter-eggs/
https://theface.com/culture/how-queuing-for-stuff-became-just-as-important-as-buying-it-fashion-sample-sales-tiktok
https://www.popsugar.com/books/sjm-fandom-interviews-49417106
https://www.tiktok.com/@_blue_jae_/video/7445237695401561387?q=acotar%20theory&t=1736938253778
https://www.tiktok.com/@cridhe_/video/7457672115479678240?q=lynx%20scotland&t=1736938400330
https://www.tiktok.com/@bellagerard?lang=en
https://www.reddit.com/r/onejob/
https://www.tiktok.com/@kilovesbooks/video/7361493912524983594?lang=en&q=acotar%20theory&t=1736937876747
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwy17nn2yjwo
https://x.com/EthanOfArgoCity/status/1764887273659658698?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email

WANT TO
KNOW WHAT
ELSE IS ON
THE HORIZON?

Talk to us for:

Reports

Our ‘Signals’ reports provide deep dive insights and implications
for your brand, audience or category.

Workshops

Our own ‘Culture Collider’ workshop methodology approaches briefs
through the lens of cultural trends to help teams create culture first ideas.



