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Macro trend Icon Glossary

Trending

On the up

It’s gonna be big

Sustainability

TikTok trend

News you 
should know

Cancelled

That’s the tea

Consumer habit

Be quick

Brat Pub games

Shirley Temple King

Lost media

Brovertising
National dating service

Professional line standers



FOR 
YOUR 
INFO
This week’s dates & microtrends

On our radar

TikTok trends of the week
brat ain’t dead yet.  Speaking of…when did it become 
uncool to cap?

Who needs a time machine when you can time travel 
with AI or Snooki. 

ICYMI
There’s an asteroid coming in 2032. We volunteer as 
tribute to be launched into it to save humanity. 

Fetty Wap renaissance. Those JBL speakers are 
working overtime. 

Phrases of the week
WAAAAZZZUUUUPPP. ‘Brovertising’ is  
(un)fortunately back. 

“Don’t reheat nachos.” 

Tea of the week
The war on tourism, Dublin vs. lockboxes, New 
Zealand’s tone-deaf ad, and air tax in France. 

Digi updates
Buzzfeed is launching its own social platform 
against AI algorithms. It better be only “which Twilight 
character are you?” posts.

Black Tomato is launching an AI tool, the feelings 
engine, to help people find the right vibe for travel 
packages. We’re feeling a free trip to Tokyo.

What we’re loving
The Shirley Temple King, an 11-year-old beverage 
critic. Getting judged by a middle schooler stings. 

Get those pearly white teeth out of here. The ancient 
art of teeth blackening has been revived.   

Weekly dose of cute
The tragic tale of the anglerfish, Nosfercatu and  
the cake bandit.

Established trend
Gen Z has embraced AI at work, but older gens are 
being left behind in AI training. 

Insights of the week
Consider changing how you react to our Teams 
DM, the heart emoji has lost its meaning. 

We’re all hanging out on the street less.  

Rising trends
Make some cash by being a professional line stander. 
We make £600 by standing in line for the women’s toilet 
at the club. 

Throw your peeler in the bin. Frozen chips are all the 
rage across the world. 

The future
Fake IDs have become too realistic. McLovin is still not 
getting in. 

Grocery stores are filled with high protein products. 

Stat of the week
28% of people across 31 countries fall into the category 
of ‘anxious inactives’; caring about climate change but 
feeling guilty about being powerless.

Collab to watch
Nigo, streetwear legend, is the new creative director of 
Japanese convenience store, FamilyMart.   

TikTok: @stinky.twink

TikTok: @timetravellerpov

TikTok: @whyisjesse2

Monster Hunter Wilds – 28 Feb

Ichiko Aoba: Luminescent Creatures – 28 Feb 
LISA: Alter Ego – 28 Feb

X: @kirstilynn11

https://www.tiktok.com/@tyrellhampton2/video/7472517314374847790?_r=1&_t=ZN-8u0uFuDsjAM
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/feb/18/death-of-capital-letters-why-gen-z-loves-lowercase
https://www.indy100.com/tiktok/history-ai-pov-tiktok-time-travel-black-plague
https://www.tiktok.com/@snooki/video/7472784578990640414
https://screenshot-media.com/culture/internet-culture/asteroid-2024-yr4-gen-z-tiktok-reactions/
https://www.tiktok.com/@billboard/video/7471027989161970974
https://www.tiktok.com/@saulombra/video/7467529888740773152?embed_source=121374463%2C121468991%2C121439635%2C121433650%2C121404358%2C121497414%2C73319237%2C121477481%2C121351166%2C121487028%2C73347566%2C121331973%2C120811592%2C120810756%2C121503376%3Bnull%3Bembed_fullscreen&refer=embed&referer_url=cdn.iframe.ly%2Fapi%2Fiframe%3Fmedia%3D1%26app%3D1%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.tiktok.com%252F%2540saulombra%252Fvideo%252F7467529888740773152%253Fq%253Djbl%252520speaker%252520fetty%252520wap%2526t%253D1739806299307%26key%3De27c740634285c9ddc20db64f73358dd&referer_video_id=7467529888740773152
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tauYnVE6ykU
https://digiday.com/marketing/kicked-off-by-the-super-bowl-irreverent-bro-humor-and-sex-appeal-based-marketing-is-officially-making-a-comeback/
https://www.complex.com/music/a/alex-ocho/reheating-nachos-meme?utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=the-ai-times&_bhlid=79e28d095276414dc454503bf93b5391444e53d5
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2025/feb/11/key-lockboxes-dublin-overtourism
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/feb/17/new-zealand-everyone-must-go-tourism-campaign-criticism-emigration
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/feb/12/flight-costs-from-france-to-rise-as-government-more-than-doubles-air-tax
https://www.theverge.com/news/610269/buzzfeed-social-media-platform-launch?utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=tiktok-instagram-buzzfeed
https://www.buzzfeed.com/sheridanwatson/which-twilight-character-are-you
https://www.buzzfeed.com/sheridanwatson/which-twilight-character-are-you
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-02-13/exclusive-new-ai-travel-tool-helps-you-book-trips-based-on-the-vibes-you-want?srnd=homepage-americas&utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=emotional-vacation
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-02-13/exclusive-new-ai-travel-tool-helps-you-book-trips-based-on-the-vibes-you-want?srnd=homepage-americas&utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=emotional-vacation
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/07/dining/shirley-temple-king.html
https://www.dazeddigital.com/beauty/article/66092/1/teeth-blackening-sailorr-is-giving-the-ancient-practice-a-modern-twist
https://thetab.com/2025/02/17/im-wrecked-why-everyone-is-bawling-over-angler-fish-swimming-to-the-surface-and-what-it-actually-means
https://www.tiktok.com/@whyisjesse2/video/7469504978130914603?_r=1&_t=ZG-8tq89M5xSiH
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/02/15/us/opossum-costco-chocolate-cake-nebraska/index.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/gen-z-using-ai-chatbots-chatgpt-claude-work-career-jobs-2025-2
https://www.wired.com/story/heart-emoji-lost-all-meaning/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-01-23/us-pedestrian-study-we-re-walking-faster-hanging-out-less?srnd=homepage-americas&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.businessinsider.com/side-hustle-standing-in-line-for-restaurants-shows-tickets-taskrabbit-2025-2?utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=the-waiting-economy
https://www.thetimes.com/world/europe/article/farmers-dig-deep-frozen-chips-pt5km885c
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/13/nyregion/students-high-tech-fake-ids.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HTHPtoNJLk
https://www.grubstreet.com/article/high-protein-diet-food-grocery-stores.html?origSession=D240828a5ZUfWsCkLxoP4EU/thdvep6kDEeRWhs8fZBtmOodhw%3D
https://globescan.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/GlobeScan_Healthy_and_Sustainable_Living_Highlights_Report_2024-V2.pdf
https://www.highsnobiety.com/p/nigo-familymart-creative-director/?utm_source=news.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=buy-now-pay-now
https://www.tiktok.com/@stinky.twink/video/7471765152103222574
https://www.tiktok.com/@timetravellerpov/video/7472086017671957782?embed_source=121374463%2C121468991%2C121439635%2C121433650%2C121404358%2C121497414%2C73319236%2C121477481%2C121351166%2C121487028%2C73347566%2C121331973%2C120811592%2C120810756%2C121503376%3Bnull%3Bembed_fullscreen&refer=embed&referer_url=www.indy100.com%2Ftiktok%2Fhistory-ai-pov-tiktok-time-travel-black-plague&referer_video_id=7472086017671957782
https://www.tiktok.com/@whyisjesse2/video/7469504978130914603?_r=1&_t=ZG-8tq89M5xSiH
https://x.com/kirstilynn11/status/1890517157991121256


TREND TRACKING
National dating service The mini soap opera

How some of the trends we’ve identified have evolved in recent months

As birth rates plummet around the world, governments are stepping in to 
incentivise people to procreate. The latest is in the UK, where the situation 
has been labelled “dangerous” as births are significantly below the level 
needed to maintain a stable population. A senior policy adviser at the Govt’s 
Behavioural Insights Team proposed they “set up “Relationship Hubs”, 
which would provide counselling and ‘relationship health’ check-ups, as 
well as services to help avoid romance scams and hosting dating events”. 
According to YouGov, 70% of 18–24-year-olds would support it. 

Enterprising UK boozers are diversifying beyond pub quizzes and jumping 
on the trend of competitive socialising - with a nostalgic twist. Pub games 
have long been a part of British pub culture, but they’re finding new relevance 
among younger socialisers. This includes games like skittles and bat and 
trap – team games that instil a sense of community among players as well as 
bringing generations together. One that’s enjoyed a particular renaissance 
is Toads, with demand for custom tables exploding in the south of England. 
Whether games can help rescue the declining industry is yet to be 
determined, but the low stakes, irresistible sense of charm they offer might 
just be what consumers are craving.

Revenue in China’s mini-drama industry rose 35% to reach $6.9+ billion 
last year, making it more valuable than the country’s entire film box office, 
according to new figures published in Bloomberg. Half of China’s billion-
plus internet users are watching mini dramas, and more than a third of them 
scroll through short dramas every day – and the trend for 60-second mini 
soap operas is now heading to the US. 

Unlike traditional TikTok clips, mini dramas are professionally produced, with 
clear storylines and big cliffhangers. As people try to reduce screen time, 
could micro dramas be the future? 

Return of the pub game

Trend: Disappointing Dating Trend: Newstalgia Trend:  Is TV dead? 

Image: Pexels Image: @themouldersarms Image: @trendshockv1 and @zhaneym

https://yougov.co.uk/topics/society/survey-results/daily/2025/02/11/89908/1
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/food-and-drink/pubs-and-bars/old-fashioned-pub-games-returning/
https://www.gameoftoads.com/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/china-60-second-dramas-head-210000074.html?cn=DD%20Feb%2010%202025&cid=29f6f4f450557602a3bb13326c331690&lt=published
https://www.tiktok.com/discover/all-episodes-of-the-double-life-of-my-billionaire-husband?lang=en
https://www.pexels.com/
https://www.tiktok.com/@themouldersarms/video/7396967342950878497?q=pub%20skittles&t=1739879958753
https://www.tiktok.com/@trendshockv1/video/7470394419443682567?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@zhaneym/video/7435013610159656248?lang=en&q=mini%20drama&t=1739883522524


This week’s long read

The raiders of the lost media 

Think back to your childhood: how much of the media 
you consumed still exists or is easily located? If they 
weren’t already digital, chances are they’ve become 
what’s been dubbed lost media. But what do we do if 
we want to revisit it? 

These searches tend to start from one person 
reminiscing about a past experience,  setting off a 
chain of events hopefully leading to evidence of said 
experience (which can sometimes take years).  
The biggest archive is The Lost Media Wiki, dedicated 
to everything from unaired TV pilots to cancelled 
games - a treasure trove of what was and what could 
have been. 

2024 saw the conclusion of three major searches, 
Ulterior Motives, Celebrity Number 6 and ‘The Most 
Mysterious Song on the Internet’ – the latter of which 
was a 17-year search eventually solved by Redditors. 

The actual song? Not very good. But the search and 
community made the whole thing special, and the band 
even reunited after 40 years for a re-record. 

At the same time, there’s something special about a 
piece of content meant for one-time consumption. In 
an always-on era, modern lost media is almost unheard 
of*. As people swear off social media and smartphones, 
consider rewarding them with a live experience that can 
exist solely in their memories. Unless you go the other 
way and lock the film behind a 100-year timer, anyone 
still going to be alive in 2115?! 

LOST  
MEDIA 
(VOL.1)

Weber 
Forecast 
Insight

With younger generations not 
experiencing a time where things were 
meant to be one and done, brands 
have the opportunity to look back 
into their archives and offer a glimpse 
of what was. There’s a reason why 
history is so important, it shows what 
worked and what didn’t.  

Image: @marjin1412

Image: The Lost Media Wiki

Image: Ed Espinoza

Image: @leticia_sarda

*Keep your eyes peeled for our upcoming Vol.2 for a dive 
into modern lost media! 

https://x.com/AndreSegers/status/1259900063653888009
https://x.com/AndreSegers/status/1259900063653888009
https://www.reddit.com/r/retrogaming/comments/112c62z/new_photos_from_the_lost_super_smash_bros/
https://www.reddit.com/r/retrogaming/comments/112c62z/new_photos_from_the_lost_super_smash_bros/
https://lostmediawiki.com/Home
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/musicians-ulterior-motives-lost-media-track-80s-album-1235012719/
https://www.reddit.com/r/CelebrityNumberSix/comments/1fc0k7x/celebrity_number_six_has_been_found/
https://www.wired.com/story/the-most-mysterious-song-on-the-internet-mystery-solved
https://www.wired.com/story/the-most-mysterious-song-on-the-internet-mystery-solved
https://collider.com/robert-rodriguez-100-years-movie/
https://www.reddit.com/r/TheMysteriousSong/comments/1gjbrs6/tms_is_found_the_song_is_called_subways_of_your/
https://www.reddit.com/r/onejob/
https://lostmediawiki.com/Home
https://imgur.com/a/slamfest-99-new-photos-from-ed-espinoza-NdoH6qE
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_vqQD3okCk/?hl=en


WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 
ELSE IS ON 
THE HORIZON? 
Talk to us for: 
 
Reports 
Our ‘Signals’ reports provide deep dive insights and implications  
for your brand, audience or category. 
 
Workshops 
Our own ‘Culture Collider’ workshop methodology approaches briefs 
through the lens of cultural trends to help teams create culture first ideas.


