esl' HE WEBER
Sg FORECAS™T

TRENDS
REPORT

Friday 17 October 2025

Pictured: Pexels



FORECAS'T
@)
B Macro trend

Micro trend

<iseofthe cougar Cosplay lifestyles ol
Giving birth on Twitch u

@A‘» @
Duolingo anime Nightmare on every feed Ta
@ [Learn from the master

Difficult to action

Easy to action




F ° n &‘;sggi‘éiﬁgg

This week's dates
& microtrends

TikTok trends What we’re loving
Find a traffic light and hang off it to the 17-year-old Nintendo ventures into animation with its short films
song, Maui Wowie. about Pikmin. We would die for a Luigi ghost hunting
A goods-splitting economy;, ‘will you split a Costco anime.
pie with me?’ Dancing with our ancestors. Raving at a 200-year-old
heritage site.
ICYMI
After 8 hours, Fandy gave birthinfrontof 50,000  1€aOf the week
viewers on Twitch. Tripping down the rabbit hole. An investigation into the
The best way to learn Japanese. Duolingo has their iz el
Owh anime how. .
Established trends
Digi updates There's no such thing as an industry plant? Explain

Mr Fantasy. (We love him...)

Giving your mother a heart attack. The Al homeless

man prank. Who will you give £207? Crowdfunding has become
: . : . an overcrowded market.

How the internet is sculpting young boys into ‘men’.

e T a el Insights of the week

What happens in Vegas stays in your pocket. The

Le Creusetis cheugy”. The once reputable Dutch dangerous appeal of gambling apps.

oven has moved away from Buy-it-for-life to mystery
boxes. Replacing the dunce hat, students are being sent on
hikes instead of detention.

On our radar

Ninja Gaiden 4 — 21 October

IT: Welcome to Derry — 26 October

LE SSERAFIM: Spaghetti—24 October

Springsteen: Deliver Me from Nowhere
— 24 October

Weekly doses of cute

Indy the dog asking to be at the Oscars, the return of
Clair the dino and nature’s Labubus.

Rising trends

Going to war for Napoleon or going to work? Military
jackets are the next fashion staple.

Your linguistics degree isn't useless anymore! The
corporate world is seeking translators to connect
with Gen Z.

The future
Live shopping’s next market, vintage clothes.

Stat of the week

80% of employees say their workplace is toxic.
Not what Britney wanted.

One to watch

The sports event of the year. The Grand Sumo
Tournament at Royal Albert Hall.

|
§ 4

Image: @kidcudi

Image: Nintendo of America



https://www.theverge.com/games/796094/nintendo-close-to-you-video-pikmin
https://www.theverge.com/games/796094/nintendo-close-to-you-video-pikmin
https://www.thechow.net/p/raves-at-200-year-old-heritage-sites
https://www.thechow.net/p/raves-at-200-year-old-heritage-sites
https://pitchfork.com/thepitch/inside-the-fan-insanity-unleashed-by-the-life-of-a-showgirl/
https://pitchfork.com/thepitch/inside-the-fan-insanity-unleashed-by-the-life-of-a-showgirl/
https://i-d.co/article/industry-plant-real/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/kj-apa-mr-fantasy-musical-alter-ego-explainer-interview
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/464196/gofundme-crowdfunding-generosity-nonprofit-giving-charity-crisis
https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/mobile-sports-betting-gambling-addiction-fanduel-draftkings-1235444172/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2025/10/08/maine-high-school-hiking-detention/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2025/10/08/maine-high-school-hiking-detention/
https://www.tiktok.com/@kidcudi/video/7560694844453178637?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.tiktok.com/@kidcudi/video/7560694844453178637?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.dailydot.com/culture/will-you-split-a-costco-pie-with-me/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.dailydot.com/culture/will-you-split-a-costco-pie-with-me/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.theverge.com/news/796179/twitch-fandy-birth-livestream-dan-clancy
https://www.theverge.com/news/796179/twitch-fandy-birth-livestream-dan-clancy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MWtNC_rZmI
https://www.theverge.com/news/798681/police-stop-pulling-ai-homeless-man-tiktok-prank
https://www.theverge.com/news/798681/police-stop-pulling-ai-homeless-man-tiktok-prank
https://www.washingtonpost.com/parenting/2025/10/08/boys-masculine-content-internet/
https://www.grubstreet.com/article/le-creuset-collections-tacky.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=97&v=rsufGY5I8jA&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theverge.com%2F&source_ve_path=MTM5MTE3LDI4NjYzLDEzNzcyMSwxMzkxMTcsMjg2NjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MWtNC_rZmI
https://www.tiktok.com/@kidcudi/video/7560694844453178637?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://variety.com/2025/film/awards/good-boy-dog-indy-letter-oscars-animal-actors-1236544937/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/08/us/dinosaur-stolen-california-gas-station.html
https://www.indy100.com/tiktok/conkers-nature-labubu-blind-box-tiktok-trend
https://www.marieclaire.com/fashion/womens-military-jacket-trend/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.marieclaire.com/fashion/womens-military-jacket-trend/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.wsj.com/articles/corporate-anxiety-is-fueling-a-multimillion-dollar-industry-of-gen-z-translators-01ce0b6f
https://www.vox.com/videos/457718/thrifting-vintage-livestream-selling-video?utm_source=www.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=gushers-but-make-it-horror
https://www.fastcompany.com/91418555/80-percent-of-employees-say-their-workplace-is-toxic
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2025/oct/15/grand-sumo-wrestling-tournament-london-royal-albert-hall
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2025/oct/15/grand-sumo-wrestling-tournament-london-royal-albert-hall
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How some of the trends we’ve identified have evolved in recent months

[Learn from the master

GUILLERMO DEL TORO

! IS SAVING STOP
. MOTION ANIMATION

Image: @tylerboxd

Gen Z’s love affair with craft shows no signs of slowing down, with

the Guardian declaring that analog skills are “like medicine” for

the overstimulated youth. Doing things with your hands builds self-
esteem and value, and brands are starting to catch on by providing
learning environments for tactile crafts. The latest is a collaboration
between Netflix and director Guillermo del Toro, who have cocreated
a studio for stop motion - the furthest away from Al you can get. It’s
also popular among fashion houses, with both Louis Vuitton’s Ateliers
and Bottega Veneta's academy offering workshops introducing
traditional crafts.

Trend: Modern classics

Rise of the cougar
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Image: @abigailnOriega
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The sugar daddy economy might be drying up, but cougars are
taking off. Swings and roundabouts! As dating prospects dwindle,
millennial women are turning to #CougarTok to celebrate age-gap
relationships, praising younger men as more open and less jaded.
Comments on posts range from supportive to sardonic (“God forbid
agirl loves to babysit!”), reflecting a cultural shift in how age dynamics
are seen. Recent films like Baby Girl and The Idea of You have further
flipped the script, reframing the older-woman/younger-man trope for
anew erathat sees age as an asset, rather than a liability.

Trend: Mind the gap

Cosplay lifestyles
R

Once reserved for fan events, cosplay is emerging into mainstream
culture. Fashion brands like Yaku Stapleton merge cosplay fantasy
with everyday street wear, bringing playful touches like dragon tail
hoodies to wardrobes. Cartoon-inspired beauty is also trending, with
the Times including manga lashes as one of the year’s top trends,

and UK-based nail artist Lydgia Semple observing arise in cutesy
character-driven nail art. Hello Kitty mani, anyone? What's clear is that
people are taking inspiration from gaming, film and digital communities
and turning it into a form of carefree self-expression.

Trend: Permission to live out loud


https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2025/sep/04/crafts-are-like-medicine-gen-z-and-the-rapid-rise-of-cosy-hobbies?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://variety.com/2025/film/global/ted-sarandos-guillermo-del-toro-stop-motion-studio-ai-debate-1236545720/?utm_source=www.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=the-wellness-scene&_bhlid=20a8eb80ac2e09e0f0b6013d13257aa168ca1e18
https://ww.fashionnetwork.com/news/Lvmh-brings-you-me-back-to-italy-the-tour-dedicated-to-metiers-d-excellence,1713814.html
https://www.wallpaper.com/fashion-beauty/bottega-veneta-craft-academy
https://www.queerty.com/trmps-economy-is-causing-a-daddy-drought-the-sugar-babies-are-freaking-out-20251009/
https://www.tiktok.com/@abigailn0riega/video/7523220321520864526?embed_source=121374463%2C121468991%2C121439635%2C121749182%2C121433650%2C121404358%2C121497414%2C121477481%2C121351166%2C121811500%2C121896267%2C121860360%2C121487028%2C121331973%2C120811592%2C120810756%2C121885509%3Bnull%3Bembed_blank&refer=embed&referer_url=www.cosmopolitan.com%2Fuk%2Flove-sex%2Frelationships%2Fa68871202%2Fmillennial-women-gen-z-boyfriends-cougartok%2F%3Futm_source%3Dsubstack%26utm_medium%3Demail&referer_video_id=7523220321520864526
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/substack.com/redirect/6ea9ec85-9426-4c42-a3ce-88d61e4a258c?j=eyJ1IjoiajA3ZXIifQ.3iVlCoH92IbVD1AZ0MvVvZYHLLitWoh5fpjO-AylCWw__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!inse1Ajiay29s-ojtfFRwToNyJRzBE5IfmekPw445YqbZxRB9f5shkTt_fZz1WtOwtHu51tOMSqM8JgA-jPkE2SY7Ezxa5dw3No$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/substack.com/redirect/6ea9ec85-9426-4c42-a3ce-88d61e4a258c?j=eyJ1IjoiajA3ZXIifQ.3iVlCoH92IbVD1AZ0MvVvZYHLLitWoh5fpjO-AylCWw__;!!N96JrnIq8IfO5w!inse1Ajiay29s-ojtfFRwToNyJRzBE5IfmekPw445YqbZxRB9f5shkTt_fZz1WtOwtHu51tOMSqM8JgA-jPkE2SY7Ezxa5dw3No$
https://www.instagram.com/yaku.____/?hl=en
https://www.thetimes.com/life-style/beauty/article/best-lash-treatments-t9gxmr3x7
https://www.instagram.com/varnishedbylydgia/
https://www.tiktok.com/@toniagost/video/7531356844502093061?q=hello%20kitty%20manicure&t=1760457056352
https://www.instagram.com/yaku.____/?hl=en
https://www.tiktok.com/@tylerboxd/video/7559721551906589965?q=netflix%20stop%20motion%20studio&t=1760453560666
https://www.tiktok.com/@abigailn0riega/video/7523220321520864526?embed_source=121374463%2C121468991%2C121439635%2C121749182%2C121433650%2C121404358%2C121497414%2C121477481%2C121351166%2C121811500%2C121896267%2C121860360%2C121487028%2C121331973%2C120811592%2C120810756%2C121885509%3Bnull%3Bembed_blank&refer=embed&referer_url=www.cosmopolitan.com%2Fuk%2Flove-sex%2Frelationships%2Fa68871202%2Fmillennial-women-gen-z-boyfriends-cougartok%2F%3Futm_source%3Dsubstack%26utm_medium%3Demail&referer_video_id=7523220321520864526

This week’s long read
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NIGHTMARE ON
EVERY FEED

The spectacle has reached new heights, yet
the heart of Halloween is still creativity

Once upon a time, all you needed for Halloween was
an old bedsheet, pair of scissors (sorry Mum) and

a selection of terrible jokes for your neighbours to
fake-smile to. Now? If your costume wouldn’t get

you accidentally submitted to A&E, are you even
trying”? Somewhere between our sheet ghosts and
prosthetic bullet wounds, Halloween traded simple
spooks for high-value shock factor.

Our feeds are crawling with realistic ‘mice stews’,
missing posters for your friends (just for fun!), and
makeup tutorials that should come with a parental
advisory. The iconic symbol of Halloween, the
Pumpkin, has gone full extreme-makeover mode.
With 12-mile queues of 20,000 eager pickers, to
professional pumpkin carvers charging £300-£1500
for masterpieces worthy of a horror film rather than
your front door.

Childhood whimsy has met shock factor, and we
can't stop watching. We used to play at being scared,
now we stage elaborate scenes, swipe through
serial-killer cosplay and obsess over themed
décor. Theme parks have even gone from rickety
ghost trains to full blown horror movies (we won't
be able to sleep now, thanks Six Flags). Somewhere
along the way Halloween horror went from playful

to blood curdling, but at least we can say that
imagination is still the guest of honour.

Halloween has grown, gotten louder, and maybe

a little gory, but creativity is still alive in every DIY
costume, every glowing pumpkin, every shared
scare. This year, let’s celebrate the joy of pretending,
crafting, and laughing together, or should we say
screaming?

decorated my halloween
party bathroom with
missing posters
for every guest

Image: @evelynsparties Image: Six Flags
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Image: @PumpkinFreakArt Image: @Alexxandra.MakeUp

Weber Forecast [nsight

Even as Halloween has become more extreme and performative, audiences
still crave creativity and DIY fun. Leverage this by enabling playful,
imaginative experiences rather than just selling spectacle.


https://www.tiktok.com/@alexxandra.makeup/video/7559965759099784470
https://www.tiktok.com/@asmrviralvids/video/7559400914214341919
https://www.tiktok.com/@evelynsparties/video/7559763082638134584
https://www.tiktok.com/@_marcelina.ma/video/7559388044898487563
https://www.tiktok.com/@_marcelina.ma/video/7559388044898487563
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2025/oct/08/pumpkin-power-festivals-october-how-a-garish-gourd-took-over-the-world
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPPiE6viNFb/?img_index=1
https://www.tiktok.com/@sarahmudle/video/7560045039284456711
https://www.tiktok.com/@want.zamora/video/7560019906121551159
https://www.tiktok.com/@want.zamora/video/7560019906121551159
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CzaZVcTRLw
https://www.tiktok.com/@alexxandra.makeup/video/7559965759099784470
https://www.tiktok.com/@evelynsparties/video/7559763082638134584
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UemMxISi020
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPPiE6viNFb

WANT TO
KNOW WHAT
ELSE IS ON
THE HORIZON?

Talk to us for:

Reports

Our ‘Signals’ reports provide deep dive insights and implications
for your brand, audience or category.

Workshops

Our own ‘Culture Collider’ workshop methodology approaches briefs
through the lens of cultural trends to help teams create culture first ideas.
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Pictured: Pexels



