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This week's dates
& microtrends

TikTok trends

We weren't disappointed by this year’s Gay
Halloween.

The ‘while they’re out partying’ trend.

ICYMI

The Million-Pound Shot was actually agambling
awareness show. The conspiracy theories were
right.

Valkyries win WNBA title in their second ever
season and the Brewers win the World Series.

Phrase of the week

“it's Timeee” Mariah Carey’s marked the beginning
of her Christmas reign with a Sol de Janeiro and
Gucci ads.

Digi updates

To combat against Al scraping, reddit moves to a

logged-in experience and Discord changes its
discoverability. Let's just reset the internet.

Screaming, crying, throwing up. AO3 is down for
atleast 4 weeks.

What we’re loving

Dune 3’s popcorn buckets are perfect for
watching the film as a throuple.

Cheerios makes history with its resealable bags.
What do we do with our 200 IKEA Bevara sealing
clips??

Established trends

Disney adults got a rebrand, they’'re now Disney
cool girls.

Making fun of Al chatbots = signing a Hollywood
contract. Wait where’s ours? We have major beef
with Muse.

Insights of the week

TV streaming subscriptions has become a costly
and draining past-time. We've cut them all and
primarily watch TV through people’'s windows.

The constant online vitriol that black owned
brands face.

On our radar
Ebenezer-13 Nov

@ Fjord—13 Nov

@ The Rings of Power S3-11 Nov

2hollis: Pirouette — 11 Nov
U2: Carnival De Luz —13 Nov
Westside Gunn: Heelmatic — 13 Nov

Weekly doses of cute

TV for dogs during fireworks, Chicken wings treats,
Wienerfest, asking Mr Gruber for $20, aleopard’s
trek, tourists in B&M and capybara drama.

Rising trends

Having a good head of hair is the next biggest thing in alll
thing’s beauty. Examples: Jlaw and Chinese hair wipes.
Also, Ferritin face came out of nowhere.

Menswear fashion icons of the future are found on
Discord on Twitch. Bold prediction: Kai Cenat’s Vivet will
be Gen A's Supreme/Yeezy.

The future

China's first fully Al-generated film fails at the box office,
Lipstick king sold 100,000 Al tokens and Lao Gan Ma
was in an Al automation controversy.

Stat of the week

The $6.3 billion crypto hack. Not as glamourous as
Ocean's Eleven but we're glad our entire fortune is tied up
in doubloons and French Francs

Ones towatch
Ninja’s airfry-cowave, Druski joins Netflix, Hudson

on the Assembly, Speed’s hide-and-seek, Jude

Bellingham X Calvin and Elder Scrolls VrI's title.
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https://lbbonline.com/news/channel-4-unleashes-collection-of-programmes-just-for-dogs-this-fireworks-night
https://www.tiktok.com/@vivhyun/video/7703024185240472862?_r=1&_t=ZN-9B6oJinrQT0
https://www.tiktok.com/@minidoxgoose/video/7702914928872590623?_r=1&_t=ZN-9B7PzNZks6g
https://www.tiktok.com/@asking.mr.gruber/video/7701081340271136030?_r=1&_t=ZN-9AzjuiZWIdi
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/10/30/climate/injured-leopards-200-mile-trek-suggests-hope-for-a-species.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/10/30/climate/injured-leopards-200-mile-trek-suggests-hope-for-a-species.html
https://www.tiktok.com/@kao_naashi/video/7702141209875123489?_r=1&_t=ZN-9AzicAfgeb0
https://news.stv.tv/east-central/edinburgh-zoo-welcomes-three-capybara-pups-amid-family-drama
https://www.highsnobiety.com/p/beauty-freak-scalp-care-trend/
https://mesbeauty.com/
https://jingdaily.com/posts/bye-dry-shampoo-china-hair-wipes-take-off
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2026/oct/28/ferritin-face-social-media-claims-iron-deficiency
https://www.businessoffashion.com/articles/retail/streaming-culture-twitch-discord-menswear/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsN8Oy8Em_o
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-news/sanxingdui-future-past-ai-movie-box-office-flop-1236742696/
https://jingdaily.com/posts/alibaba-enlists-lipstick-king-li-jiaqi-to-sell-ai-tokens-on-double-11-livestream
https://www.scmp.com/tech/tech-trends/article/3372414/how-lao-gan-ma-chinas-iconic-chilli-brand-got-caught-ai-storm?module=flexi_unit-focus&pgtype=homepage
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2026/oct/29/binance-crypto-exchange-hack
https://techcrunch.com/2026/11/02/ninjas-first-ever-microwave-just-replaced-two-of-my-kitchen-appliances-at-once/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dixti_giTnY&source_ve_path=NzY3NTg&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fhypebeast.com%2F
https://calgaryherald.com/entertainment/local-arts/canadian-celebrities-face-the-assembly-in-season-2-of-reality-series-no-questions-are-off-the-table
https://calgaryherald.com/entertainment/local-arts/canadian-celebrities-face-the-assembly-in-season-2-of-reality-series-no-questions-are-off-the-table
https://secretnyc.co/ishowspeed-250k-scavenger-hunt-nyc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DfPlAlzDThx/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DfPlAlzDThx/?img_index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFu8t9735IY
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/gayhalloween%F0%9F%8E%83
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/gayhalloween%F0%9F%8E%83
https://www.tiktok.com/@filipinodenim/video/7702713943290023181?_r=1&_t=ZN-9B6o8b8Guik
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2026/nov/01/million-pound-shot-bradley-walsh-channel-4-the-gameshow-that-made-contestants-gamble-their-own-money
https://www.tiktok.com/@dawsonscreen/video/7703342863207238934?_r=1&_t=ZN-9B45uY1b0as
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/live/2026/oct/31/atlanta-dream-v-golden-state-valkyries-wnba-finals-2026-game-7-live-buildup
https://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/50294395/world-series-brewers-champions-franchise-first-title
https://ew.com/mariah-carey-2026-all-i-want-for-christmas-is-you-its-time-video-12204353
https://variety.com/2026/shopping/news/mariah-carey-gucci-campaign-all-i-want-for-christmas-is-you-1236937517/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/29/as-search-traffic-dries-up-reddit-announces-its-shifting-to-a-logged-in-experience/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/29/as-search-traffic-dries-up-reddit-announces-its-shifting-to-a-logged-in-experience/
https://www.polygon.com/discord-google-reddit-search-messages-how-opt-turn-off/
https://www.polygon.com/discord-google-reddit-search-messages-how-opt-turn-off/
https://www.wired.com/story/let-the-internet-die/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/29/fan-fiction-site-archive-of-our-own-could-be-offline-for-up-to-4-weeks/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/29/fan-fiction-site-archive-of-our-own-could-be-offline-for-up-to-4-weeks/
https://variety.com/2026/film/news/dune-3-popcorn-bucket-two-sandworms-1236934104/
https://www.generalmills.com/news-and-stories/press-releases/new-cheerios-with-ziploc-pantryseal
https://www.thecut.com/article/disney-cool-girl-style-tiktoks.html
https://www.thecut.com/article/disney-cool-girl-style-tiktoks.html
https://www.wired.com/story/comedians-making-fun-of-ai/
https://www.dazeddigital.com/life-culture/article/71256/1/meta-jolly-openai-jolly-big-tech-is-weaponising-cuteness
https://www.dazeddigital.com/life-culture/article/71256/1/meta-jolly-openai-jolly-big-tech-is-weaponising-cuteness
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/11/02/arts/television/streaming-tv-era-cost.html
https://www.thecut.com/article/why-do-black-owned-brands-keep-getting-criticized-online.html
https://www.thecut.com/article/why-do-black-owned-brands-keep-getting-criticized-online.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/DfFEKfhk4YD/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DfIGKPXHWSy/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNzkRFSgzwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNzkRFSgzwE
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How some of the trends we’ve identified have evolved in recent months
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Image: @theweaponup

Fuelled by the rise of romantasy and the growing cultural influence
of book fandoms, medieval-inspired fantasy is leaving the page and
showing up in real-world experiences, hobbies and social rituals.
WeaponUp's ACOTAR-inspired sword yoga was expected to draw
martial arts fans, but the book girls showed up. Elsewhere, dagger-
weighted Pilates classes ditch the kettlebells for something with
more edge. For those looking for something a bit softer, Glasgow’s
sellout decorate a rat nights have become a must-do among the
under 35s. Perhaps it signals the rise of ‘play-stacking’ - finding small,
socially acceptable moments to indulge the inner child in us who
never really grew out of playing dress-up.

Trend: Method acting lifestyle

T heatrical readings
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Image: @litoutloudnyc

Will the next night out not be to the theatre, but to a live audiobook-
style reading complete with voice actors? As Al voices become
more ubiquitous, real life events hosted by real life voices are acting as
resistance. These community-driven readings, like Lit Out Loud, host
free live readings of classic works performed by professional voice
actors, making the experience feel “like an audiobook, but instead of
listening to it on your headphones, you're listening together.” There's
something countercultural about it - going out to do the things we
usually do alone and openly unavailable despite being a group
setting. With nights out more expensive than ever, a free theatrical
reading is a pretty compelling proposition. And as book culture
gathers momentum, could live readings with actors become the next
big book-launch format, with authors borrowing the playbook of film
press tours to bring their stories to life?

Trend: Bound together

Witchy wellness
5
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Image: @hannahsummerthill ‘

Beauty is getting a little bit witchy. As consumers bore of relentless
tracking, tweaking and optimising, spirituality and magical thinking
are creeping into beauty routines. Because why not! From witches
advocating for body intuition over Oura scores and the fact we've
already co-opted ‘rituals’ into our skincare routines, to TikTok
subliminals, Etsy Witch glamour spells and the increasingly
outlandish promise of a “quantum nose job’, beauty is beginning to
look beyond the physical for transformation. It’s a collision of ancient
wisdom and algorithmic culture, with manifestation becoming the
latest low-intervention beauty hack you can reach for at any time.

Trend: Magical thinking


https://www.womenshealthmag.com/fitness/a74273936/romantasy-books-workout-fitness-trend/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyunokMbxtY
https://www.womenshealthmag.com/fitness/a74273936/romantasy-books-workout-fitness-trend/
https://www.womenshealthmag.com/fitness/a74273936/romantasy-books-workout-fitness-trend/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DeADWhsROEX/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-10-16/new-york-s-live-audiobook-events-turn-reading-into-a-night-out?srnd=homepage-americas&utm_source=www.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=the-biggest-heist-in-history&_bhlid=77f86711c9a78a3737402002335ae7871f4e0133&leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-10-16/new-york-s-live-audiobook-events-turn-reading-into-a-night-out?srnd=homepage-americas&utm_source=www.futureparty.com&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=the-biggest-heist-in-history&_bhlid=77f86711c9a78a3737402002335ae7871f4e0133&leadSource=uverify%20wall
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DeKGEJHx_q_/
https://www.dazeddigital.com/beauty/article/71263/1/witches-advice-how-reconnect-body-oura-data-beauty
https://www.dazeddigital.com/beauty/article/71293/1/manifestation-magic-spells-nose-job-low-effort-beauty
https://www.dazeddigital.com/beauty/article/61796/1/can-tiktok-subliminal-messages-really-make-your-lips-bigger-body-image-concerns?_gl=1*1bjreuk*_up*MQ..*_ga*Nzc4NDI0OTM4LjE3OTE1NDExNTA.*_ga_7QD7ME9K73*czE3OTE1NDExNTAkbzEkZzEkdDE3OTE1NDExNTAkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRUS2ZaakMzUGVyZ05zWkd3blphSFRDTlROM3VBaFFQWTB3
https://www.dazeddigital.com/beauty/article/61796/1/can-tiktok-subliminal-messages-really-make-your-lips-bigger-body-image-concerns?_gl=1*1bjreuk*_up*MQ..*_ga*Nzc4NDI0OTM4LjE3OTE1NDExNTA.*_ga_7QD7ME9K73*czE3OTE1NDExNTAkbzEkZzEkdDE3OTE1NDExNTAkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRUS2ZaakMzUGVyZ05zWkd3blphSFRDTlROM3VBaFFQWTB3
https://www.dazeddigital.com/beauty/article/71293/1/manifestation-magic-spells-nose-job-low-effort-beauty
https://www.instagram.com/p/DUgx_wPkoLt/
https://www.tiktok.com/@theweaponup/video/7695811836167441696
https://www.instagram.com/p/DfHyMbbEaeh/?img_index=2
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Social media is full of weird video
game mashups. Where are they all
coming from?

Image: @TheGuardian

Weber Forecast Insi

Technology has never been this vulnerable with news of web-wide hacks and new tech
literally cracking. Consumers are going to be harder to convince to buy new tech when it’s
four $$$$ signs and no longer life changing. Into 2027, offline experiences and internet-free
tech are going to continue to be signals of cool. Physical version of the Forecast anyone?

Fortnite x FNAF x Elden Ring x
Rocket League x MIW2

X JJK x DOOM x

Overwatch x Titanfall 2 x
HALO x Apex Legends
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past £ months

Came avants

=

e K
13:-57 1T KNov 2028

128 reposts 330 quotes

{

Everybady can reply

1.3k likes

63 s

Aves

ALT

Image: @itch.io

This week’s long read
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Anyone can (unfortunately) be a video game programmer

‘Reverse-engineering’ is the hottest programming
trend where users are using Al to decompiling existing
software. From making smart TV’s dumb to hacking
synths to re-creating music videos to now making
video games. The biggest video games of 2026 aren't
GTA Vlor Big Walk. They’re Al video game mashups,
emulators and Al powered quizzes.

Gaming publishers and developers are sounding the
alarm after Claude 5.5 launched and had the ability

to decompile codes of popular video games, allowing
users to mash them with another game. We admit

we enjoyed watching Elder Scrolls combined with
literally every game, it's what modding was promised
to be. But it also changed the underground emulation

and add-on scene. However, Anthropic put a stop to
this by blocking all reverse-engineering gaming asks
in fear of IP/copyright infringement...but the pandora’s
box is wide open. In the face of Al slop invading
gaming storefronts, Itch.io (an indie game storefront)
took a hard stance and deleted tons of Al generated

games.

On aless doom and gloom side, the trivia game that
has replaced our daily Wordle is the vibe-coded daily

browser game, Krillion, which rewards niche answers.
This spawned tons of copycats which use different
theming or specific topics like the NBA or geography.
The thing that makes these games stand out isn't

the fun of a quiz but it's the leaderboard powered by
other users. Your final score is based on other players
performance; it lets you instantly see your score on

a bell curve and how your answers ranked amongst
others. It's the illusion of community, something that

Al couldn’t create or replicate until now. We wouldn't
be surprised when HQ trivia somehow makes a
comeback.

With reports that the next generation of consoles will
cost an arm and both legs after ram prices skyrocket,
we're nervous for the next generation of gaming.
Consoles and gaming were created for the everyday
consumer;they’re a beautiful form of escapism. They
should be judged on the same level as good film or
music. But with already crazy retail prices, the end

of physical disks and hardware shortages, who will
be gaming be made for when the consumer prioritises
living over the newest Call of Duty?



https://www.404media.co/reverse-engineer-anything-is-the-new-wild-west-of-ai/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/19/people-are-using-ai-to-make-their-smart-tvs-dumb-again/
https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/1013493/vibe-coding-ai-music-gear-hacking-custom-firmware
https://www.theverge.com/gadgets/1013493/vibe-coding-ai-music-gear-hacking-custom-firmware
https://www.vulture.com/article/romain-gavras-yung-lean-storm-ai-copies.html
https://www.ign.com/articles/vibe-coded-mashup-mods-have-taken-over-x-this-week
https://www.tiktok.com/@huberticus_/video/7696420862894804254?q=video%20game%20mashup&t=1793803590722
https://www.tiktok.com/@huberticus_/video/7696420862894804254?q=video%20game%20mashup&t=1793803590722
https://www.tiktok.com/@talkingtrey/video/7691654076211154207?q=video%20game%20emulation&t=1793802685057
https://www.404media.co/world-of-warcraft-forever-is-already-overrun-with-ai-slop/
https://x.com/addyosmani/status/2116213240363729013
https://store.steampowered.com/news/group/4145017/view/3862463747997849618
https://store.steampowered.com/news/group/4145017/view/3862463747997849618
https://www.ign.com/articles/itch-deletes-a-couple-of-terabytes-of-ai-slop
https://www.ign.com/articles/itch-deletes-a-couple-of-terabytes-of-ai-slop
https://www.tiktok.com/@dartle.net/photo/7700297542008982791?_r=1&_t=ZN-9B5BvT0kTWo&image_index=6
https://www.tiktok.com/@mattgeist_/video/7703641673246493983?q=nba%20krillion&t=1793799780696
https://www.tiktok.com/@solunaaaa16/video/7703812604988263694
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-51528801
https://www.reddit.com/r/gaming/comments/1xb0cai/xbox_nextgen_console_set_for_holidays_2028/
https://www.xbox.com/en-gb/games/store/grand-theft-auto-vi/9p3h4968grsm
https://blog.playstation.com/2026/07/01/physical-disc-production-ending-in-january-2028-for-new-games-releasing-on-playstation-consoles/
https://blog.playstation.com/2026/07/01/physical-disc-production-ending-in-january-2028-for-new-games-releasing-on-playstation-consoles/
https://www.pcgamer.com/hardware/memory/ram-and-storage-is-ridiculously-expensive-right-now-because-of-drumroll-ai-of-course-and-theres-little-reason-to-think-prices-will-drop-any-time-soon/
https://bsky.app/profile/itch.io/post/3mz7vswlnbs23
https://www.tiktok.com/@huberticus_/video/7693469617838230815?q=video%20game%20mashup&t=1793802610197
https://www.tiktok.com/@dailyxsav/video/7703787849643986206?q=krillion&t=1793802771894
https://www.theguardian.com/games/2026/oct/28/social-media-is-full-of-weird-video-game-mashups-where-are-they-all-coming-from

WANT TO
KNOW WHAT
ELSE IS ON

THE HORIZON?

Talk to us for:

Reports

Our ‘Signals’ reports provide deep dive insights and implications
for your brand, audience or category.

Workshops

Our own ‘Culture Collider workshop methodology approaches briefs
through the lens of cultural trends to help teams create culture first ideas.
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